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Mottoes, Abbreviations, and Quotations Test – All Levels 
 

 

I.  Mottoes 

 

1.  sic semper tyrannis 

 a) Virginia  b) Montana  c) Texas  d) Pennsylvania 

 

2.  in hoc signo vinces 

 a) Augustus  b) Claudius  c) Constantine  d) Tiberius 

 

3.  nos morituri te salutamus 

 a) gladiatores  b) aurigae  c) imperatores  d) cena 

 

4.  montani semper liberi 

 a) West Virginia b) Idaho  c) Michigan  d) Montana 

 

5.  ad astra per aspera 

 a) Louisiana  b) Kansas  c) Oklahoma  d) Nebraska 

 

6.  dirigo 

 a) New York  b) California  c) Arizona  d) Maine 

 

7.  justitia omnibus 

 a) Nevada  b) Virginia  c) Missouri           d) District of Columbia 

 

8.  virtute et armis   

 a) Georgia  b) New York  c) Oklahoma  d) Mississippi 

 

9.  regnat populus 

 a) South Dakota b) Massachusetts c) Arkansas  d) Ohio 

 

10.  qui transtulit sustinet 

 a) Kansas  b) Connecticut  c) Tennessee  d) Maryland 

 

11.  cedant arma togae 

 a) Ohio  b) Washington  c) Wisconsin  d) Wyoming 

 

12.  in lumine tuo videbimus lumen 

 a) Dartmouth  b) Yale   c) Columbia  d) Harvard 

 

13.  crescit eundo 

 a) Arizona  b) New Mexico c) California  d) Nevada 



14.  per aspera ad astra 

 a) Royal Air Force b) US Army  c) Royal Navy  d) NASA 

 

15.  per ardua ad astra 

 a) Royal Air Force b) US Army  c) Royal Navy  d) NASA 

 

 

II.  Abbreviations and Phrases 

 

16.  FV 

 a) knight  b) he made it  c) opposite            d) on the back of the page 

 

17.  ca. 

 a) hundred  b) gallon  c) approximately d) wife 

 

18.  N.B. 

 a) it is not permitted b) manuscript  c) note well  d) born 

 

19.  Pb 

 a) potassium  b) phosphorus  c) lead   d) tin 

 

20.  Fe 

 a) mercury  b) iodine  c) cesium  d) iron 

 

21.  verbatim  

 a) word for word b) the other way c) namely  d) see below 

 

22.  in situ 

 a) in the work cited b) on stage  c) in fact  d) in its original place 

 

23.  ung. 

 a) ointment  b) drops  c) capsule  d) tincture 

 

24.  p.p.a. 

 a) orally  b) as needed  c) after meals  d) shake before using 

 

25.  h.s. 

 a) at bedtime  b) every hour  c) in the morning d) before meals 

 

26.  ab initio 

 a) in the meantime b) from the start c) at the place  d) freely 

 

27.  quid pro quo 

 a) for this purpose b) deeds  c) what for what d) for the public good 

 

 



28.  J.D. 

 a) doctor of law b) interning doctor c) young doctor d) junior detective 

 

29.  viz. 

 a) namely  b) point out  c) compare  d) for example 

 

30.  Cu 

 a) with   b) coal   c) copper  d) carbon 

 

31.  pro tem. 

 a) as needed  b) for one year  c) temporarily  d) permanently 

 

32.  re 

 a) in the back  b) attention  c) disregarding d) concerning 

 

33.  sub rosa  

 a) loudly  b) secretly  c) repeatedly  d) unfortunately 

 

34.  non compos mentis 

 a) of sound body b) of unsound body c) of sound mind d) of unsound mind 

 

35.  respice finem 

 a) final rest  b) rest in peace c) look to the end d) the end looks good 

 

 

III.  Quotations.  Identify the author or speaker of the given quote. 

 

36.  carmen et error 

 a) Ovid  b) Plautus  c) Juvenal  d) Augustus 

 

37.  alea iacta est 

 a) Virgil  b) Cicero  c) Caesar  d) Terence 

 

38.  fortuna caeca est 

 a) Virgil  b) Cicero  c) Caesar  d) Lucretius 

 

39.  rara avis in terries nigroque simillima cynco 

 a) Cato the Elder b) Cicero  c) Juvenal  d) Terence 

 

40.  fortuna fortes adiuvant 

 a) Ennius  b) Cicero  c) Caesar  d) Terence 

 

41.  non nobis soulm nati sumus 

 a) Cicero  b) Plautus  c) Ovid  d) Catullus 

 

 



42.  carpe diem 

 a) Sallust  b) Horace  c) Martial  d) Juvenal 

 

43.  Gallia est omnis divisa in partes tres 

 a) Martial  b) Cicero  c) Tacitus  d) Caesar 

 

44.  ceterum censeo delendam esse Carthaginem 

 a) Pliny the Elder b) Propertius  c) Sulpicia  d) Cato 

 

45.  cum tacent clamant 

 a) Virgil  b) Sallust  c) Horace  d) Cicero 

 

46.  dictum sapienti sat est 

 a) Catullus  b) Terence  c) Tacitus  d) Ennius 

 

47.  occidat dum imperet  

 a) Hadrian  b) Caligula  c) Agrippina  d) Lucretius 

 

48.  When talent fails, indignation writes the verse. 

 a) Juvenal  b) Horace  c) Livy   d) Tibullus 

 

49.  Rome has grown so since its humble beginnings that it is now overwhelmed by its own 

greatness. 

 a) Varro  b) Cato   c) Livy   d) Ennius 

 

50.  Believe me, a wise man never says ‘I shall live.’ To live tomorrow is too late; live today. 

 a) Propertius  b) Tibullus  c) Catullus  d) Ovid 

 

 

Tie Breakers   

 
51.  C. can stand for all of the following except 

 a) circa  b) consul  c) centum  d) caput 

 

52.  et. conj. can mean the same thing as 

 a) et al.   b) etc.   c) et seq.  d) et ux. 

 

53.  non sibi sed suis is the motto for 

 a) Tulane University b) LSU   c) Louisiana Tech d) UL – Monroe 

 

54.  labor omnia vincit is the state motto for 

 a) Oklahoma  b) Kentucky  c) Utah   d) Michigan 

 

55.  in vino veritas is attributed to 

 a) Cato the Elder b) Pliny the Elder c) Martial  d) Horace 


